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Municipal Building, Harmony, NJ 
Regular Committee Meeting 

April 1, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting The Regular Meeting of the Harmony Township Committee was called to 

order by Mayor Tipton.  Mayor Tipton made the following announcement:  
“Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act by providing a notice of the meeting to the Star 
Gazette and The Express-Times, posting a copy thereof on the Township 
bulletin board and filing a copy thereof in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk.”  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by the 
Mayor. 

 
Roll Call Present were Mayor Tipton and Committeeman Cornely.   
 
 
Budget Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton and carried unanimously to open 

the public hearing on the 2014 municipal budget.   
 
 There was no public comment heard. 
 
 Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to close 

the public hearing at this time. 
 
 Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton to adopt the following resolution: 
  TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY 

COUNTY OF WARREN 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
ANNUAL BUDGET SELF-EXAMINATION RESOLUTION 
R:14-22 

 
  WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-78b has authorized the Local 
Finance Board to adopt rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal 
condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of 
the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual 
budget examination; and, 

 
  WHEREAS, N.J.A.C.5:30-7 was adopted by the Local 
Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and, 

 
  WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C.5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the 
Township of  Harmony has been declared eligible to participate in the 
program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief 
Financial Officer has determined that the Township of Harmony meets the 
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2014 budget 
year, so now therefore, 

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Harmony that in accordance with N.J.A.C.5:30-7.6a & b, and 
based upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification, the governing body 
has found the budget has met the following requirements: 

 
   1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been 

calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 
 
  a.  Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b.  Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c.  Cash deficit of preceding year 
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  d.  Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e.  Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f.  Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes 
 
  2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of 

appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:45.2 and appropriations for 
exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully 
met. (Complies with the "CAP" law.) 

 
  3.  That the budget is in such form, arrangement and content as 

required by the Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C.5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
  4.   That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly 
stated; 

b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth; 
c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will 

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the 
municipality. 

 
             5.  The budget and associated amendments have been introduced, 
  publicly advertised and adopted in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the 
deadlines of N.J.S.A.40A:4-5, shall not prevent such certification. 

 
  6.  That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
  CERTIFICATION 

It is hereby certified that this is a true and accurate copy of a 
Resolution adopted by the governing body of the Township of 
Harmony at a meeting held on April 1, 2014. 

 
   Witness my hand and the SEAL of the Township of Harmony. 
 

__________________________________________ 
Kelley Smith 

Municipal Clerk 
 

Certification of Approved Budget 
 

It is hereby certified that the Approved Budget complies with the 
requirements of the law and approval is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:4-
78(b) and NJAC 5:30-7. 

 
It is further certified that the municipality has met the eligibility 
requirements of NJAC 5:30-7.4 and 7.5, and that I, as Chief Financial 
Officer, have completed the local examination in compliance with NJAC 
5:30-7.6. 

 
                        Dated: April 1, 2014   
 BY:_______________________________ 
 Dawn Stanchina 
 Chief Financial Officer 
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  Motion: Cornely 
 
  Second: Tipton 
 

Committee Polled - Ayes; Cornely, Tipton – Nays; None – Abstained; 
None 

 
Budget  Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton to adopt the 2014 budget as. 
Adoption attached to this set of minutes: 
  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Tipton, Cornely.  Nays:  None  Abstentions:  None 
 
Boy Scout The Harmony Boy Scout Pack 503 was recognized at this time by Mayor 
503  Tipton. 
 
Older  The following proclamation was introduced by Mayor Tipton. 
American  
Month    OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 

MAY 2014 
P R O C L A M A T I O N 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 

 WHEREAS,   
 Harmony Township is committed to helping all 

residents live longer, healthier lives; and  
 
 WHEREAS, 
 the older residents of Harmony Township have made 

countless contributions and sacrifices to ensure a 
better life for our future 

 generations; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  
 injury prevention, safety awareness, and health 

promotion are vital in helping our older residents 
remain healthy and active 

 throughout their lives; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 
 Harmony Township encourages and supports all 

efforts that help our older residents take control of 
their health, safety and well 

 being. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
that I, Brian Tipton, Mayor of the Township of 
Harmony, do hereby proclaim May 2014 as Older 
Americans Month in the Township of Harmony.  
Residents of all ages are encouraged to take time this 
month to recognize our older citizens as vital 
contributors who enhance every aspect of our 
community. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 1st day of 
April in the Year of our Lord, 2014. 

 
       Mayor Brian Tipton 
 
Dowel  Auditor Anthony Ardito discussed the options for the financing of the  



 4

Property “Dowel” property that was purchased with Bond Anticipation Notes.   He 
distributed several scenarios for the Committee to review.  Anthony 
advised the committee that Dawn, John Draikawitz (bond counsel) and he 
had spoken.    He asked the committee if they intended to sell the property 
because if they bond they are locked into paying, they are not callable.  
Mr. Cornely stated you have to look at it as it wasn’t bought as an 
investment, it was bought to stop the development.   
Anthony explained the 3 scenarios and 2 risks.  He said you could convert 
into bonds and lock into interest rate.  It would be 6.3 million over 20 
years.  The BANS could be kept, they are now at 6.146 million, continue 
the BAN payments and convert to bonds 6 years from now with interest 
rates increasing will be about 6.8 million.  That will be about $3,200 over 
the time period for the average tax payer in Harmony.  The committee will 
continue to assess this and determine the best option for the Township on 
an as needed basis.   

 
Consent The consent agenda items were reviewed at this time.   
Agenda 
 Engineer Weber advised the committee he spoke with Engineer Schrek 

regarding the Land Use Board application made by Harmony Compost 
(Rotundi).  He said it appears it is for the palletized operation, but it is 
unknown what it is or how it is related to the current operation.  It could 
be a separate use and require a variance.   

 
 Engineer Weber also spoke about the Solid Waste Amendment request.  

He suggested the Township’s reply should include concerns about the 
Land Use Board application.   

 
 The Mayor authorized Engineer Weber to submit the Township’s ongoing 

concerns with the site as well as the LUB application to Warren County 
Solid Waste Advisory Council for their consideration of the Solid Waste 
Amendment requested by Rotundi. 

 
 It was the consensus of the Committee to have Attorney Campbell send a 

letter to the Attorney representing Harmony Compost regarding their 
incomplete application and indicate it must be re-submitted by May to the 
Land Use Board. 

 
 Engineer Duveneck updated the Committee on the Blue Acres 

demolitions. 
 
  TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY 

COUNTY OF WARREN 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-27 

 
A RESOLUTION TO OBTAIN 2013 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT 
ALLOCATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, 

P.L. 1987, c.102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage 
grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source 
separation and recycling programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source 

Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new 
municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand existing 
programs; and 
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WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection is promulgating recycling regulations to implement the 
Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities 

certain requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, 
including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable 
records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for 

the 2013 recycling tonnage grant will memorialize the commitment of this 
municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the Harmony 
Township Committee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual 

authorized to ensure the application is properly completed and timely 
filed. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township 

Committee of the Township of Harmony that the Township of Harmony 
hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant application 
to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 
designates Kelley Smith, Certified Recycling Coordinator, to ensure that 
the application is properly filed; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the 

recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to 
be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 
 
ATTEST:      SIGNED: 

 
                       Kelley D. Smith,  Municipal Clerk   Brian Tipton, Mayor 
 

I, Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Harmony, 
do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution duly and 
unanimously adopted by the Harmony Township Committee by roll call 
vote held on April 1, 2014. 

____________________________________ 
Kelley D. Smith 
Municipal Clerk 

 
Economic The Sustainable Economic Plan Element was carried until May. 
Plan Planners from Heyer and Gruel will be presenting at the May meeting. 
 
Shandor’s Shandor’s Junk Yard Permit renewal was reviewed.  Engineer Weber 
Junk Yard reviewed his report.  The committee was in agreement with Mr. Webers 

report.  It was also the consensus that other agencies that have cited Mr. 
Shandor should enforce their own violations on that site.  Attorney 
Campbell agreed, and she referenced that the DEP has issued a permit to 
discharge to Mr. Shandor, however, have also cited him for the same and 
it is very complicated for the Township to enforce something they have no 
control over.  

 
 Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to renew 

Shandor’s Junkyard Permit with the condition that the missing fence be 
replaced as soon as possible.   
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O:14-4 Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to 
introduce by title only the following ordinance: 

  ORDINANCE NO. 14-4 
HARMONY TOWNSHIP 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY, COUNTY OF 
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND 
SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 50 “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES,” 
ARTICLE 1 “LICENSING”, SECTION 1, “LICENSE FEE 
DESIGNATED,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
HARMONY TO INCREASE THE PLENARY RETAIL 
DISTRIBUTION LICENSING FEE.  

   
WHEREAS, the Committee of the Township of Harmony, County 

of Warren, State of New Jersey, has determined that Chapter 50 

“Alcoholic Beverages,” Article 1 “Licensing” Section 1, “License Fee 

Designates,” of the Code of the Township of Harmony shall be amended, 

revised and supplemented to increase the plenary retail distribution 

licensing fee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Committee of 

the Township of Harmony, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that 

Chapter 50 “Alcoholic Beverages,” of the Code of the Township of 

Harmony shall be amended, revised and supplemented as follows: 

Section 1: 

Chapter 50. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

Article I. Licensing  

§ 50-1. License fees designated.  

The annual license fees are fixed as follows:  

A. Plenary retail consumption: $430.  
B. Plenary retail distribution: $295 $354.  
C. Seasonal retail consumption: $320.  
D. Club: $150.  

 

Section 2: 

Severability.  The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are 
hereby declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section 
or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the remainder off this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 
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Section 3: 
 

Repealer.  Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions 
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only. 

 
Section 4: 

 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and 
publication as provided by law. 

  
 

NOTICE 
NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was 

introduced to pass on first reading at a regular meeting of the Committee 
of the Township of Harmony held on April 1, 2014, and ordered published 
in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for final 
reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Committee to 
be held on May 6, 2014 at 6 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Township 
Council may hear this Ordinance at the Municipal Building, 3003 
Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons 
interested may appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance. 

 
Kelley D. Smith  
Township Clerk 

 
Harmony Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to carry 
Sand &  Harmony Sand and Gravel 2014 Operating Permit Renewal to the May 
Gravel  6, 2014 meeting. 
 
Vouchers Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton and carried unanimously by  
  roll call vote to approve the vouchers submitted by the CFO for payment. 
  Ayes:  Tipton, Cornely 
 
 
Public   Jane Nemeth asked John Fritts to keep an eye on the Cullen house in  
Comments Brainards for violating the weeds ordinance since it has been bank 

foreclosed. 
 
Executive Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to adopt 

the following resolution: 
  TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY 

COUNTY OF WARREN 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 
231, P.L. 1975 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances; and 

 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such 

circumstances present exist. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township 
Committee of the Township of Harmony, County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey, as follows: 

 
             1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action 
 upon the hereinafter specified matter. 
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 2.   The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as 
  follows:    

 
   -Potential Litigation 
  

 3.        It is anticipated at this time that the above stated matter will be 
  made public at such time as deemed appropriate. 

 
  4.   This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I, Kelley D. Smith,  Municipal Clerk of the Township of Harmony, 

do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution duly and 
unanimously adopted by the Harmony Township Committee at a meeting 
held on April 1, 2014. 

________________________ 
Kelley D. Smith 
Municipal Clerk 

 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was reopened to the public. 
 
Adjourn Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting. 
 
 
     ___________________________ 
     Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk 


