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Municipal Building, Harmony, NJ 
Regular Committee Meeting 

June 3, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting The Regular Meeting of the Harmony Township Committee was called to 

order by Mayor Tipton.  Mayor Tipton made the following announcement:  
“Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act by providing a notice of the meeting to the Star 
Gazette and The Express-Times, posting a copy thereof on the Township 
bulletin board and filing a copy thereof in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk.”  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by the 
Mayor. 

 
Roll Call Present were Mayor Tipton, Deputy Mayor Yamrock and Committeeman 

Cornely.   
 
Mayor’s Mayor Tipton appointed Ervin Jones to the Land Use Board as Alternate  
Appointment #2. 
 
Consent Motion by Yamrock, seconded by Cornely and carried unanimously to 
Agenda approve the following items on the consent agenda: 
 

- Attorney Report 
- Engineers’ Reports 
- Road Department Report 
- W.C. Health Department 
- Zoning Officer Verbal Report 
- Minutes of May 6, 2014 

 
Resolutions: 
TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY 
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-29 

 
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE RENEWAL 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES FOR THE 
PERIOD FROM JULY 1, 2014 TO JUNE 30, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Harmony that: 
 

WHEREAS, no protests or complaints having been filed by any 
person with the Harmony Township Committee concerning the renewal of 
the Township’s Alcoholic Beverage Licenses as set forth herein; and 

 
WHEREAS, applications for renewal have been received and 

have been found to appear proper in form and content; and 
 

WHEREAS, the applicants set forth herein are all qualified to be 
licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New 
Jersey Statutes and Regulations promulgated therein, as well as pursuant 
to Township ordinances and conditions consistent therewith; and 

 
WHEREAS, Alcoholic Beverage Retail Licensee Clearance 

Certificates for the renewal of the licenses have been received from the 
New Jersey Division of Taxation in compliance with Chapter 161, Laws 
of New Jersey 1995; and 
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WHEREAS, additional financing obtained in the previous license 
term, if any, as disclosed by the licensees has been reviewed and 
considered; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following 

licenses be granted effective July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014; 
 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION: 
 
  Township Fee:  $430.00 
  2110-33-008-004  Hutchinson Del River, Inc. t/a The Hutch 
      2090 Hutchinson River Rd 
      Harmony Township 
      Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 
 
  2110-33-003-004  Harkers Management LLC 
      950 Uniontown Road 
      Harmony Township 
      Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 
 
  2110-33-006-008  Congdon Investment, LLC 
      1365 Strykers Road 
      Harmony Township 
      Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 
 
  2110-33-005-019  Skoogy’s Sports Bar & Restaurant, LLC 
      3231 Belvidere Road 
      Harmony Township 
      Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 
 
  PRELIMINARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION 
  Township Fee:  $354.00 
  2110-44-001-004  A&A Liquor, LLC t/a Harmony Spirits & 
      Grocery 
      2330 Belvidere Rd 
      Harmony Township 
      Phillipsburg, NJ 08865   
   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I, Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Harmony, 

do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted 
by the Harmony Township Committee at a meeting held on June 3, 2014. 

 

________________________ 
Kelley D. Smith 
Municipal Clerk 

 
HARMONY TOWNSHIP 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION NO. R:14-30 
GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every 

local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial 
transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2013 has been 
filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk  
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has been received by each member 
of the governing body; and 
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WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of 
the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal 
affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 
5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each 
municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have 
reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled 
“Comments and Recommendations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally 

reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the 
sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as 
evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the 

Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual 
audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and 
have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the 
Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have 
subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the 
local governing body to the penalty provisions of  R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local 
governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, 
fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of 
Local Government Services), under the provisions of this 
Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon con-
viction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or 
both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the 

Committee of  Harmony Township  hereby states that it has 
complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a 
certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said 
Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

 
I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the resolution passed at 
the regular meeting held on June 3, 2014. 

 
      _______________________________ 

Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk 
 
 

NO PHOTO COPIES OF SIGNATURES 
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
                        COUNTY OF WARREN 
 

                We, members of the governing body of the Township of Harmony in the                      
                County of Warren, being duly sworn according to law, upon our oath             
                depose and say: 

 
1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the Township Committee 

of the Township of Harmony in the County of Warren; 



 4

2. In the performance of our duties, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, we 
have familiarized ourselves with the contents of the Annual Municipal 
Audit filed with the Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 for the year 2013; 

3. We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, as a 
minimum, the sections of the Annual Report of Audit entitled “Comments 
and Recommendations.” 

 
 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 
 
      
 

 _______________________________ 
      Municipal Clerk 
 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this   
_________Day of ______________ 
 
__________________________ 
Notary Public of New Jersey 
 
 
The Municipal Clerk (or Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders as the case may be) 
shall set forth the reason for the absence of signature of any members of the governing 
body. 
 
IMPORTANT: This certificate must be sent to the Bureau of Financial Regulation and 
Assistance, Division of Local Government Services, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 
08625. 
 
  Harmony Township 

Warren County, State of New Jersey 
Resolution No. R:14-31 

 
An Amending Resolution Authorizing Harmony Township To 
Participate in the Acquisition of Development Rights Of Farley Acres 

 
WHEREAS, property owned by Scot and Norma Stern, known on 

the official tax map of Harmony Township (the “Township”) as Block 33, 
Lot 47 (“the Property”), consisting of approximately 107.9 acres, was 
designated as a property to be protected under the Township Farmland 
Preservation Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the owner of the Property are willing to sell their 

development rights to the Township and County; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Department of Agriculture, 
State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC), provided Harmony 
township with a grant under the Municipal Planning Incentive Grant 
(Muni PIG) Program to purchase development rights on active farms 
within the Township; and 
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WHEREAS, two fair market appraisals were obtained by the 
Township to establish the value of the development rights on this 
property; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Property will include three exception areas; (1) 
one 2 acre non-severable exception area for a future house site and (2) one 
severable 0.16 acre around an adjoiners septic encroachment, and (3) one 
non-severable exception area around the Slater Lane area totaling 
approximately 0.5 acres resulting in a net acreage of the easement of 
approximately 105.24 acres; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township has negotiated a purchase price of 

$5,600 per acre for the development rights on the Property, or a total of 
approximately $589,344.00, the exact compensation to be determined by a 
final survey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the SADC will provide a grant through the Muni PIG 

program in the amount of $3,500 per acre, or a total of approximately 
$370,090 for the development rights; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Warren will provide a grant in the 

amount of approximately $850.00 per acre for the development rights, for 
a total of approximately $89,879 and will handle the closing of the 
easement and will own the easement; and 

 
WHEREAS, contingent upon the aforementioned grants from 

SADC and the County of Warren being made available for the acquisition, 
the remaining funds for the purchase of the development rights are 
available in, and will be paid from the Harmony Township Open Space 
Trust; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township 

Committee of the Township of Harmony, County of Warren, State of New 
Jersey that it hereby authorized participation in the purchase of the 
development rights for the Property, as follows: 

 
1) The Township authorized up to $5,600/acre the precise amount to 
be determined after completion of the survey to be paid from the 
Township’s Open Space Trust. 

   
2) The above being contingent on grants from the County of Warren 
and The State of New Jersey through the Municipal PIG Program to cover 
the balance of funds needed to purchase the development rights. 

 
3) Due diligence for the acquisition will be completed by the 
Township with the assistance of The Land Conservancy of New jersey.  It 
is anticipated that the cost of due diligence will be funded from the 
Township’s Open Space Trust Fund, and authorized under a separate 
resolution.  It is anticipated that 50% of the cost of due diligence will be 
reimbursed by SADC from the Township Municipal PIG grant. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Harmony that it hereby authorized the Municipal Clerk, 
Township Attorney and The Land Conservancy of New Jersey to take all 
action necessary and appropriate to effectuate the intent and purpose of 
this resolution. 
 
I, Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Harmony, do 
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the Harmony Township Committee at a meeting held on June 3, 2014. 
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Raffles:   
Raffle Application No. 14-3; Harmony Township Volunteer Fire Co. 
Calendar Raffle 

 
Boy Scout Kevin Stahl presented to the Township Committee a proposal to erect 
Eagle Award a veterans memorial in front of the municipal building by the flag pole.   
  He advised the committee he has contacted Terry Lee for guidance and  

Mr. Lee will be helping him out.  The Committee commended Kevin for 
taking on this project and looks forward to helping him in any way 
possible. 

 
R:14-28 Motion by Yamrock, seconded by Cornely and approved unanimously to 

adopt the following resolution: 
 
  TOWNSHIP OF HARMONY 

COUNTY OF WARREN 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-28 

 
A RESOLUTION FOR A PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER-
EXTENSION OF PREMISES SKOOGY’S BAR AND RESTURANT, 
LLC LICENSE #2110-33-005-019 

 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a place to place 
 transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License #2110-33-005-019, for the 
 purpose of expanding the premises under License wherein the sale, service 
 and storage of alcoholic beverages are authorized; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all 
 respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has been 
 properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
 Harmony Township Committee does hereby approve, effective June 4, 
 2014, the expansion of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption Licensed 
 premises located at 3231 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, NJ (Harmony 

 Township) to place under license the area delineated in the application 
 form and the sketch of the Licensed premises attached thereto. 

 
 I, Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Harmony, 
do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution duly and 
unanimously adopted by the Harmony Township Committee by roll call 
vote held on June 3, 2014. 

____________________________________ 
Kelley D. Smith 
Municipal Clerk 

 
Paving  The paving of Railroad Ave. was discussed.  Mr. Cornely recommended 
Railroad after discussing with Jim Fox that this portion of Brainards needs to be 

Paved.  He said it could come out of the capital budget and cost will be 
approximately $22,000.  It was brought to the Committee’s attention by 
Jane Nemeth at Aqua Water Company still had to put in a water main on 
Railroad Avenue and suggested waiting to pave until that work is done.  
After a brief discussion, the Clerk was asked to follow up with Aqua 
Water to see what the status was of this main.   

 
Sustainable The sustainable economic plan was carried until July. 
Economic 
Plan 
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HS&G Attorney Campbell received a fax of the cover page of the complaint filed 
Permit today by Harmony Sand and Gravel (HS&G) to Star D Properties.  She 

did not receive the whole complaint.   
 
The Committee’s consensus was to carry to July after hearing from Mr. 
Weber that a joint meeting was held and reclamation was to begin this 
week. 
 
HS&G’s engineer is to submit new grading plans for review before the 
July meeting. 

 
Basketball Allison Stahl has successfully secured the majority of the equipment and 
Court  materials required for the Basketball Court at the recreation fields.  After  

reviewing the specifications, it was recommended by the DPW supervisor, 
that the laydown of the asphalt be done by Nemeth Paving Co.  The cost 
will be approximately $800.  Motion by Tipton, seconded by Cornely and 
carried unanimously to approve up to $800 for the laydown of the 
basketball court by Nemeth Paving. 

 
Vouchers Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton and carried by roll call vote to 

approve vouchers for payment as presented by the Chief financial Officer. 
 
 
Public None. 
Comments 
 
Adjourn Motion by Cornely, seconded by Tipton and carried unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at this time. 
 
 
           

    _______________________________ 
     Kelley D. Smith, Municipal Clerk 
 
 
   


